Ms. Agne                                                        Brooke.Agne@hvs.org
SENIOR ENGLISH
CLASS OVERVIEW AND GOALS

This class is designed to help high school seniors prepare for college and/or the real-world work force by focusing on how to use the process of communication for a successful future.  Students will analyze and improve upon their own communication skills while working through a variety of projects and presentations.  The class will cover not only speaking and listening skills, but also how to integrate the research process into various multimedia and oral presentations.  Additionally, students will finalize their Educational Development Plans and reflect on their educational path and career goals.  Students will plan, participate in, and reflect on a job shadow in a career pathway of their choice.  

Successful completion of this course is required for graduation.
EXPECTATIONS

In all of my classes, I encourage an open atmosphere where students feel comfortable interacting with me as well as the other students.  My daily class rules are listed on the attached sheet and must be followed by all students in order to maintain a successful semester.  In these rules, I stress respect for each other and keeping a positive environment.  I hope to create a class where all students are able to learn to the best of their ability.


I expect that students will keep pace with the class schedule and complete assignments and presentations when due.  Students must always communicate with me when they miss a class to find out what was missed.  It is always the students’ responsibility to make up missed work.

CLASS REQUIREMENTS


The textbook for this course is Glencoe: Communication Applications (CD-ROM versions of the book may be checked out by interested students and must be returned at the end of the semester).  Students will be required to use the book often and will be quizzed on assigned readings and concepts.


I require students to bring the following items with them each day:
· Textbook

· Notebook for class notes, research notes, and drafting speeches.  Try to get one with pockets for handouts, or a separate folder.
· Something to write with (please no brightly colored ink)
I will also require students to bring the following items from time to time:

· Note cards (I suggest 5X7)
· Poster board and other presentation supplies

** I suggest that students purchase a voice recorder as well to aid in the practice of certain speech skills.  This is not a requirement, only a suggestion.**
GRADING POLICY


Much of the grading in this class will be based on presentations, self-assessments, and evaluation of other presentations.  All students are graded based upon their improvement in speaking skills, their listening skills, completion of class assignments, and overall contribution to class discussions.  Grades will be calculated according to the following scale:
· Reading quizzes, assignments, tests, and peer evaluations = 40%

· Speeches/Presentations and self-assessments = 60%
Being absent on the day of major speeches/presentations will result in an automatic 0 unless documentation is provided excusing the absence for emergency situations or extenuating circumstances.(i.e. doctors note, hospitalized, family death)
CLASS SCHEDULE:

1ST MP - 
Intro to Basic Communication Terms/Unit 1 Readings – Chapters 1-3 & 5


Update EDP; Complete Resume


Widget Speech (videotaped) with Self-Assessment


Other Speech and Communication Projects

2nd MP - 
Unit 2 Readings – Chapters 4, 6 & 7

Memorization/Personal Experience Speech


Mock Interview 


Multi-Media Presentation


Other Speech and Communication Projects



Job Shadow Documentation Due

3rd MP - 
Conflict Resolution Project (1st semester only)


Job Shadow Speech



Symposium

Persuasive/Motivational Speech (videotaped) with Final Course Reflection
JOB SHADOW


A packet will be given early in the semester explaining the specifics of the job shadow experience.  Please note that failure to complete the job shadow will result in the student being able to obtain no higher that a C average on the overall semester grade.

A PERSONAL NOTE

I believe that the best teachers are those who know their students beyond a simple teacher/student level.  I strive to give every student the skills and knowledge necessary for school, as well as a wholly positive experience in class.  I am very open to questions, concerns, or even advice on how to make this class, or even school in general, a better place for any student.  Please feel free to come to me at any time, and I promise to do my best to address any issue.  You may also contact me at (248)676-8320, ext/ 7081, or my email address: Brooke.Agne@hvs.org
I look forward to a great semester with you all!

Ms. Agne
MS. AGNE  – Lakeland High School

CLASS RULES AND PROCEDURES

1. All students must maintain respect for the teacher while the class is in progress by not disrupting in any way.  If you have a question, comment, or wish to participate in a discussion, raise your hand and wait to be called upon.

2. All students must maintain respect for each other by not using foul, abusive, or malicious language.  Any harm done to another student through verbal or physical means will not be tolerated by Mr. Perry, and will result in disciplinary measures.

3. All students must abide by the rules established in Lakeland High’s Code of Conduct for students, including:

a. Students are not permitted to wear hats
b. Students must be dressed according to school expectations

c. Zero tolerance on cell phones in the classroom.  If a student has a cell phone in a classroom, the phone will be removed and taken to the office for pick up by a parent.  Additionally, if a cell phone is out during a quiz or test, the student will receive a zero.
d. Use of headphones are permitted with our permission so long as the student is being productive and the player is being used FOR MUSIC PURPOSES ONLY..

e. Handheld video style games (i.e., PSP, Gameboys, etc.) are not permitted in the classroom.
4. Students must be in class, seated, and prepared with the essential materials outlined on the class syllabus in order to not be marked tardy.  If you have to leave to go to your locker for missing materials or assignments, you will be marked tardy.

5. No food of any kind will be allowed in class.  Students may bring water in a clear plastic container.

6. Passes are limited in my classroom and should be used by students on an emergency-only basis.  Students are expected to sign out when they leave, and sign in upon return.

7. Assignments that are due or given out on a day that you have an UNEXCUSED ABSENCE will be automatically marked as a 0.  You have 48 hours to have an absence excused by a parent or guardian.

8. It is the responsibility of the student to communicate with us regarding excused absences and make up or late work.  It is up to the teachers’ discretion as to whether we will allow students to turn in work late for less credit, or to make up missing assignments.  No assignments, tests, or quizzes will be accepted after one week passed their due date.
9. Audience Etiquette is a vital part of this class. Any student who using a cell phone, ipod, or any other technological device during a speech will be given an automatic 0 for their own speech. No exceptions.

Please take this home and read it with your parents/guardian.  Detach the lower portion and return it signed and dated by ________________________________________.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the class syllabus and rules for Mr. Perry’s class.  I understand their implications and consequences.

Student Name (please print)  ____________________________________________


Parent Signature  ____________________________________________
Date _______________
